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The Speaker laid before the House the report of the Fund Commission-

ers, which was read.

Mr. Thornton moved that the report and accompanying documents be

laid on the table,and 5,000 copies ordered to be printed.

Mr. Murphy of Vermilion called for a division of the question.

The question was taken upon laying on the table, and decided in the

affirmative.

The question was then taken upon printing 5,000 copies, and also deci-

ded in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Murphy of Vermilion,

The following preamble and resolution were adopted:

Whereas there is a bill now pending before this House for the relief of

the late Warden of the Penitentiary: and whereas it is rumored that the

said late Warden has instituted a suit against the State for his full salary

for two years ; Therefore,

Resolved, That the committee on the Penitentiary be instructed to in-

quire into the fact of the pendency of such suit, and report the same to i

this House, at as early a day as practicable.

On motion of Mr. Alexander,

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring herein,

That our Senators in Congress be and they are hereby instructed, and

our Representatives requested, to urge upon Congress the propriety of

passing a law graduating the price of the public lands, and limiting the

sales thereof to actual settlers; and of relinquishing to the States all

lands that remain unsold after having been offered for sale a certain

length of time.

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy of the

above resolutions to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con-

gress.

Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Senate thereof, and ask their con-

currence therein.

On motion of Mr. Johnson,

The following preamble and resolution were adopted:

Whereas, to bring into actual occupancy and cultivation all the arable*

lands within the limits of the State of Illinois, is a desideratum of the

highest importance to the said State : and whereas it is believed legislative

:

encouragement might do much towards bringing that portion of them

into cultivation which is situated in the interior of large prairies, and con-

sequently remote from timber: and whereas, although that encourage-

ment might be a primary motive of action with the Legislature of our own
State, it cannot be reasonably expected of the General Government: and:

whereas, because the proceeds of the sales of the public lands are paid

into the national Treasury very slowly, and because those lands are the

subject of perpetual expense and vexatious legislation, it is believed that

the General Government would be willing to dispose of them for ready

money, or by instalments, at a rate for below the present minimum price:

'

Therefore,

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to inquire into

the expediency of proposing to purchase, of the General Government, all

the unsold lands lying within the limits of the State of Illinois; and that

they report by bill, resolution, or otherwise.


