TREMONT, Sept. 17th, 1842,
A. Lincoln, Esq.

I regret that my absence on public business compelled
me to postpone a matter of private considerationa little
longerthan 1 could have desired. It will only be neces-
sary, however, to account for it by informing you that 1
have been to Quincy on businessthat would not admit of
delay. 1 will now state briefly the reasons of my troub-
ling you with this communication,the disagreeable nature
of which I regret—as | had hupnd, to avoid any difiicuity
with any one in Springfield, while residing there, by en-
deavoring to conduct mynell’in such a way amongst both
my political friends and opponents, as to escape the neces-
sity of any. Whilst thus abstaining from giving provoca-
tion, I have become the object of slander, vituperation
and personal abuse, which were Icapable of submitting
to, I would prove myself worthy of the whole of it.

Intwo or three of the last numbers of the Sangamo Jour-
nal, articles of the most personal nature and caleulated to
degrade me, have made their appearance. On enquiring
I was informed by the editor of that paper, through the
medium of my friend, Gen. Whileside, that yon are the
author of those articles. This information satisfies me
that I have become by some means or other, the object of
vour secret hostility. 1 will not take the trouble of en-
quiring into the reason of all this, but [ willtake the lib-
erty of requiringa full, positive and absolute retraction of
all offensive allusions used by you in these communica-
tions, in relation to my private character and standing as
a man, as an apology for the insuits conveyed in them.

This may prevent consequences which no one will re-
gret more than myself,

Your ob’t sury’t,
[Copy.] JAS. SHIELDS,



