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GENERAL TAYLOR.

The name of this distinguished officer is now al-

most universally associated with the idea of the
Presidency. We believe nothing but death, or
want of his own consent, can possibly prevent his
election. If we berightin this, what the nation
may reasonably hope from his administration, be-
comes a deeply interesting question. He isknown to
bea Whig ; and with this exception, and what may
be safely inferred from it, we believe nothing is gen-
erally known of his politics. Weare to judge of the
the rest, from the characteristics of the man, as
manifested through his now long military life. If
patient, unremitting attention to the tasteless details
of business, be a requisite qualification of a Presi-
dent, then surely the friends of Gen. Taylor may
well claim, that the thirty years of laborious and
tedious peace which he has spent in the camp, prove
Mm to possess it,in an eminent degree. If to be
equal to any emergency that may suddenly arise,
and take one at disadvantage, be a requisite ; then
surely, what history tells of him,—first on the
Wabash, then in Florida, and now in Mexico--
leaves no room to doubt, If tobe above all person-
al fear,pive evidence of that admirable firmness,
which enables to do when resisted in the right ; and
to forbear, when urged to the wrong; then,asto
Gen. Taylor, this too, is beyond question. If -to
obey all the orders of the Constitution, and yet not to
transcend them, be proper in a President, we have
abundant evidence of Gen. Taylor’s inclination to
this quality in the great exactness with which he has
ever executed the orders of the Government—
neither falling short, nor going beyond. If a hu-
mane disposition, and a sincere love of peace,
should characterize the administration of our re-
publican government, then (notwithstanding his
capacities for war, when war must be,) Gen. Taylor
bas shown himself, deeply imbued with these senti-
ments by almost every thing he has written at any
time. And finally, if to remain plain, practicable,
business like and vigilant, amid the shouts of ap-
plause—if to remain unintoxicated by the draughts
of adulation, and undazzled by the glare of glory»
—-be a most rare and befitting quality in him who
is to stand at, and steady, the helm of this mighty
nation, then who, we ask, possesses this,in so em-
inent a degree as Gen. Taylor?

We conclude that, shall he be President, his ad-
ministration can not fail to be free, from that du-
plicity, weakness, and vacillation, which have char-
acterized some others ; and that, with his good and
noble qualities of head and heart, it can scarcely be
a bad one in any particular. We are for him.

“THE TRUE ISSUE.”

The Register tells the Whigs of this County,
that the true issue at the election of Delegates
to the State Convention on the third Monday of
this month is—“Bank or no Bank»: It is to de-
termine, so far as this County is concerned,
whether the loco foco scheme that there shall be
no Banks in this State, and that the paper of
Banks of remote States, of which we know no-
thing, shall be our currency; or, whether we
shall have Banks and capital, which will give a
stimulous to industry, to trade.-—and thus secure
employment and fair wages for every branch of
laboring and mechanical enterprise. The issue
is not, whether there shall be good specie pay-
ing banks ; but whether there shall be none,—
and our currency shall continue to be made up
of the paper of institutions beyond our reach or
eontrol.

This is, indeed, an important issue to the whigs
of Sangamon County. It is an issue that they
should ponder upon well. Will they, by throw-
ing away their votes upon candidates who can-
not be elected, make Sangamon County speak a
voice in the Convention, foreign to her interests
and in direct hostility to her known sentiments?
Will they sink the prond character of our Whig
County in the Convention, by refusing to sacri-
fice some little personal feeling at this critical
moment, and by refusing to give their full vote
for the Whig ticket?

If we have complaints, wrongs, mistakes, to
eorrect,—let us do these things among ourselves
and not call in an enemy to decide between us.
Hereafter we can take time and correct anything
which may be wrong in our party organization,
or the means employed to bring out candidates.

There are unmistakable signs in the political
horizon, that the result of the coming struggle,
for ascendancy in the general government, will
be in our favor. In all other portions of the
Union, the whigs are concentrating their forces
with the determination to do their whole duty.
We trust that their will be no flinching with us.
#We shall reap in due time, if we faint not.”

The Register, some weeks ago, gave us an ar-

gument to prove the necessity of ordering Gen.

Tavror home from the Rio Grande. The victo-
ry st Buena Vista has made quite as great havoc
with Mr. Polk’s political projects, as it did in

the ranks of his friend Santa Anna.

¥9Our readers will see that we have given
the JoURNAL a new dress. As all printers know,
We ask
those indebted to take this occasion to send us
our dues. It will materially aid us in paying for

this has been done at great ‘expense.

our paper improvements. New subscribers, ad-
vertisements, and other printing, will be quite
acceptable.

Our new Type are from the Foundery of A.
P. Lanew & Co., St. Louis. That establish-
ment now furnishes very fair articles. We com-
mend it to the patronage of our brother printers.

We are now arranging our office to make it
more convenient to ourselves and friends; and
will soon be in condition to execute with accu-
racy and despatch every description of printing
which may be ordered.

2" We referred last winter to several new publi-
cations of which Mr. LATIMER was agent. We
have since examined them, more at our leisure, and
are free to say that both in styleand execution, and

worth, they fill our highest expectations.

Mr. L. is now here delivering his works to sub-
eeribers. They are worthy a liberal patronage—
- and we wish him success. 4

¥ An important notice to Sheriffs and Collec-
“Yors, will be found on our next page.

,/ IncnepisLe Rusons— Monarchy in Mexico.—Ru-
. mors of a monarchy in Mexico, come tousthrough
 qhe New York Herald, from Havana. They inti-
- mate that France, England and Spain have concur-
" ed in a propisition from Spain to restore a monar-
chyin Me and place the son of Isaserra, Don
ENRIQUE, oD throne. Gen.(’ DonxNELL, of Cu-
ba, is uld to have received ordersto have treops
ready to embark for Mexico, when Don ENRIQUE
_arrives—and he is expected soon with a fleet of 10,
000 soldiers. SANTA ANNA issaid tobeinthe secret.

The whole story is incredible.

with many others of our friends, left here for Mexi-

DEATH OF COL. HARDIN.
When this favorite citizen and soldier, in common

co, last summer, we knew that many could never re-

turn; and wefelt that the fall of any particular one,

by disease or in battle, was not improbable.—Ac-

cerdingly, we schooled our feelings until we suppo-

sed ourselves prepared to hear the worst.—But

when the news of the death of Col. Hardin fell up-

on us, our little stock of philosophy was at once

crushed through; and the sad intelligence wrought

upon us, as if we had never expected it. The pain-

ful reality pressed much closer than anticipation
could everdo. What we say of ourselves is true of
the whole community here. Oft and again has the
cheek of manhood, even, been coursed by the gen-
erous tears ¥dr his fate. This, especially, when it
was learned, that uselessly for the enemy’s cause, he
was murdered, while bleeding and prostrate on the
field. We had striven to believe the Mexicans, a
people, inclined at heart, to civilization; but when
we think of their needless and inhuman butchery of
Col. Hardin and others, we do feel that the world
would not be worse, if they were swept from the
face of it.

On the subject of Col. Hardin’s untimely end we
are full, and yet we can say nothing as we should.
May God, who alone is able, console his orphaned
children, widowed wife, and heart-stricken mother.

IN MEMORY OF THE GALLANT DEAD.
On Monday last there was a large meeting of our
citizens held at the Court House, at which the fol-
lowing proceedings took place:

Pursuant to previous notice, a large and respecta-
ble meeting of citizens of Springfield was held at the
court house, on Monday afternoon, the 5th inst., for
the purpose of taking into consideration the propri-
ety of adopting measures to co-operate with citizens
in other counties of this State, in their expression of
sympathy and regret for Gen. J. J. Harp:x and his
companions in arms from Illinois, who nobly fell in
defence of their country’s honor, and to pay a suit-
able tribute of respect and admiration for the brave-
ry and fortitnde of our volunteers at the battle of
Buena Vista, in Mexico.

On motion of Hon. A. Lincoln,

Glorious News From the Army!

BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA.
GEN. TAYLOR VICTORIOUS,

From the New Orleans Picayune.

General Taylor Victorious--The Vex=
icam Army led by Santa Anna De-
feated at Buena Visia with Great
Slaughter.

We lay before our readers, the glorious tidings
from the army, brought by the schooner John Bell.
The following account was prepared by an officer.
It may be relied on.

We publish also Santa Anna’s account of the
battle, from which it will be seen that he has suf-
fered a defeat, though he covers up his retreat with
a flourish of words.

It will be seen that the victory has been won by
a sacrifice of many brave men.

Nemorandum of the Battle of Buena Vista.

Prepared by Lt. J. J. C. Bibb, U. 8. A,

Dr. Turner, U. 8. .\., who arrived at Metamoros
on the 9th inst, from Monterey, brought the glori-
ous intelligence of another brilliant victory over
the Mexican army. The scene of action was at
Buena Vista, a hacienda about six miles west of
Saltillo. The fighting commenced on the 22d Feb.
and ended on the 23d. Santa Anna retired to Agua
Neva, a distance of ten miles, leaving four thou-
sand killed and wounded on the field. = Santa An-
na’s adjutant general and many other officers and
men are prisoners. The loss on our part was sev-
en hundred killed and wounded. Santa Anna’s force
amounted to at least 15,000 men; that of Gen. Tay-
lor to about 5,000, almost all volunteers. His ar-
my is composed of Washington’s, Bragg’s and
Thomas’s batteries, one squadren of the 1st and one
of the 2d dragoons, the Arkansas and Kentucky
cavalry, abrigade of the Illinois and one of the In-
diana volunteers, the 1st Mississippi and 2d Ken-
tucky regiments, and one company of Texas vol-
unterrs. Dr. T. brought a list of 63 officers killed
and wounded. :

Col. Curtis of Ohio, with one company (Capt.
Hunter’s) of the 2d U. 8. Dragoons, his' own re-
giment, one of Indiana volunteers, the Virginia re-
giment, and I think some Texas rangers, in all a-

Judge Treat was called to the chair, and on motion
of J. T. Stuart, Esq., Thomas Moffett, Esq. and 8.
S. Brooks were appointed Secretaries.
The Hon. Mr. Lincoln then explained the objects
of the meeting in a few appropriate remarks, when
he offered the following resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted :
Resolved: That, while we sincerely rejoice at
the signal triumph of the American arms at Buena
Vista, and contemplate with the hizhest pride, the
imperishable honor won by our Illinois brethren,
upon that bloody field, it i3 with the deepest grief
we have learned of the fall of the many brave and
§encr0us spirits there, and especially, of that of Col.
« J. HARDIN.
Resolved :  That William Pope, Mason Brayman,
John Calhoun, Antrim Campbell and Geo. I.. Hun-
tington be a committee to correspond with the peo-
ple, or committees of other counties, and especially
with Col. Hardin’s immediate neighbors at Jackson-
ville, on the sxg)jcct embraced in these resolutions;
and that said eSmmittee have power to fill vacancies,
and to call subsequent meetings, when, in their
judgment it becomes proper.
Resolved : That the proceedings of this meeting
be published in both the papers in this city. :

On motion adjourned.

SAMUEL H. TREAT, Chm’n.

THOS MOFFETT,
8. 8. BROOKS, Sec’s.

Mp=rs. Haroin.—The correspondent of the Peo-
ria Register thus writes from St. Louis:

“Mrs J. J. Hardin first heard of the death ofher
husband in Viclesburgh, where she was on a visit to
some friends. Thedreadfultidings were brought to
her from New Orleans by her daughter, a young la-
dy of six'cen years. What a mournful meeting of a
mother and daughter! It is a rather remarkable
fact that prior to leaving Illinois Col. Hardin confi-
dently predicted his own death, and often asserted
thathe wou'd never again view the broad pr: i-ies and
:t\pd b,e;mtiful rivers of the beloved state of his adop-

ion.

Lt L;\vx{x;r’o‘:;-RognxAﬁé;A'}f AAltg}; ‘who was
killed in the battle of Buena Vista, was the young-
est brother of Judge 8. W. Rossins, of this city,

and a native of Wethersfield, Conn. He was an
estimahle yvoung man.

OrecoN EmIGrANTS.—Agreeable to previous
aarangements, the Oregon emigrants from this and
the neighboring counties, left the vicinity of this
city, on their long journey, on Monday last. There
were some dozen familiesin all. They seemed to
be well provided with waggons, cattle, &c. Mr.
James Watson, Mr. Walter Marsh, and Mr. Jesse
Yocum, were among the families from this county.
We are well acquainted with these men, and they
were among our best citizens. We part with
them with regret; and fervently hope, that they
will realize all their hopes in Oregon!

THE FriGaTE MacepoxtaN.—The preparation
of this vessel to start on a mission of mercy to Ire-
land, is thus alluded to in a New York paper:

The Macedonian will be at the dock in about a
week, to commence taking inacargo of flour and
other articles of food. Sixteen thousand barrels
of flour will be put on board immediately, and the
zood old frigate will in less than a mouth be dan-
cing across the ocean which she has traversed so
often, bearing precious freight. The Macedonian
is almost the last of the ships captured by the A-
mericans from the English in the last war. And it
is a happy reflection that she goes to her former
home, whence she sailed thirty odd vears azoladen
with the implements of death, carrying the staff of
life to suffering thonsands—a missionary ship,
bound on avovage of hamanity. This is an act
worthv ¢f a Christian people—we return good for
evil. The British government sent out the Ma-
cedonian with powder and balls to deal death a-
mong our sailors, but our tars took the king’s ship
away from the king’s subjects, and now a Yankee
sailor, by permission of an American Congress,
eoes back with the man-of-war deeply laden with
the products of peace. Bread in return for cannon
balls! Is not this good for evil ?

Tur Mexicany NucoTratioN.—The Washington
correspondent of the Baltimore Patriot, after sta-
ting that Mr. Slidell’s influence procured the re-
cent appointment of his brother-in-law, Com. Per-
ry, to the command of the squadron in the Gulf,
says:

¢In this, Mr. John Slidell has carried his point-
He also_carried it if getting his brother, Captain
Slidell Mackenzie, employed by Mr. Polk to pro-
ceed in post haste to Havanna, last year, on a mis-
sion to Santa Anna and thence to Mexico on a vis-
it to Consul Black, who still holds position there
in some capacily, or to Gen. Taylor, or both—all

the order of Mr. Polk grantinghim and his platoon
of Mexican Generals a free pass through our block-
ade into Vera Cruz!

Capt. Mackenzie, after fulfilling his mission, re-
turned to the United States and reported progress,
and, it is understood, was again despatched to Mex-
ico on a visit to Santa Anna at San Luis Potosi. It
is stated, I know not upon what authority, that he
saw Santa Anna and joined in his cock-fighting
sports, but on the subject of his mission, his propo-
sition of peace, his proffer of three millions, &¢.,
met with a cold reception!

It now appears that after him Mr. Polk sent Se-
nor Atocha to try his hand at a diplomatic bargain
with the Mexican Government, and that his recep-
tion was awfully cold—the Sesfor receiving orders
to leave the capital “immediately, if not sooner!”’

Senor Atocha, who was connected in some way
with the financial affairs of Santa Anna—perhaps
one of his bankers—when the tyrant was hurled
from power and sent to Havanna, also received or-
ders to leave the Republic. He came to the United
States and laid a claim before Congress against Mex-
ico, as an American citizen, (he having previonsly
lived in Louisiana,) of some eighty or an hundred
thousand dollars for spoliations of his property and
liberty—which claim has not been very urgently
attended to!

It is reported by the latest news from Mexico,
that Senor Atocha offered the Mexican Govern-
ment, in behalf of Mr. Polk, not three but fifteen
millions of dollars for peace and a strip of territory,
and that the offer was treated with contempt.

Fooo ror Evrore.

The value of the exports—mainly breadstuffs and
provisiens—from New York, it is'said now avera-
ges about $1,250,000 per week, and from the Uni-
ted States $5,000,000. Of the enormous amount,
probably seven-eights are shipped to the port of
Great Britain and Ireland, from which we are re-
ceiving in specie not far from 3,000,000 a week be-
sides the merchandise imported.

A living collection of rare and curious plants
has just been received from Tampico, and placed in
the national convervatory at the Patent Office.—
They are a present from Major General Patterson.
“ashinglon Union.

in relation to Santa Anna’s return from banishment;

bout 2000 men, was about to leave Camargo to at-
tack Gen. Urrea, who is said to be about thirty
miles south of that place with an army of from
He is
believed to have with him enly 1500 regular troops.
A great many, if not all of these rancheros, assoon
as they hear of the discomfiture of Santa Anna’s
armv, will disperse, and the gallant Colonel will
no doubt obtain the victory. ~This news from a-
bove proves that the various reports which had be-
fore been received of Gen. Taylor’s retreat upon
| Monterey, and the advance of a large force to at-

tack our depots at Brazos, and at the mouth of the
Rio Grande, to be untrue.” Of the defences at the
river I know nothing, but have been told that they
are sufficient to make a strong resistance. The
fortifications at Brazos, with the force of artillery
and persons in the quartermaster’s employ, which
can be raised as a garrison, is sufficient to drive
back a command of at least 2500 or 3000 Mexicans.
The work, which may be technically termed a con-
| tinued line, encloses all the quartermaster’s and
commissary’s stores in the depot. The parapet is
foymed of barrels of damaged commissary’s stores,
with sand bags for the superior slope; the sand
from a diteh in front, thrown up against the barrels,
forms the exterior slope. The armament of the
front consists of four pieces of artillery—two twelve
and two six pounders, in barbette—which sweep
the foot of, and eross their fires upon the level
plain over which the enemy would be compelled to
advance, and about 200 muskets to line the para-
pet. This was thrown up when the attack was
daily expected.

Nothing having reached us for several days from
Gen. Taylor, we believed him surrounded, as was
reported, and gave some credit to the rumor. When
I sailed the artillery of Fort Harney was pealing
forth a salute in honor of “0ld Rough and Ready”
and his gallant army.

. We annex Santa” Anna’s own account of the ac-
tion of Buena Vista, as translated for the Tampico
Sentinel. We have the original Spanish account
in our possession.:

Camp NEAR BuENA VisTa, Feb, 23, 1847,
Excellent Sir—After two days of battle, in which
the enemy, with a force of 8,000 to 9,000 men and
twanty-six pieces of artilery,lost five ofhis po
sitions, three pieces of artilery and two flags, I have
determined to go back to Agna Nueva to provide
myself with provisions not having a single biseuit or
a grain of rice left. Thanks to the position occu-
pied by the enemy, hehas not been completely
beatan, but he left” on the field about 2000 dead.—
Both armies have been cut to pieces,but the trophies
of war will give vou an idea on which sidehas been
the advant.age. We have strugeled with hunger and
thirst during forty hours, and if we ean provide
ourselves with provisions we will go again to charge
the enemy. The soldiers under my command have
done their duty and covered the honor of the Mex-
ican nation with glory. ~ The enemy has seen that
neither his advantageous position, nor the broken
nature of the ground, nor the rigor of the season,
(for it has been raining during the action,) could
preve_nt the terrible chafge with the bavonet, which
left him terrified. SANTA ANNA.
AMERICAN OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED.

Regulars.—Killed; Capt. Lincoln, Assisstant General.

Wonnded—Capt. E. Stein, 1st Drogoons—severely ;
Capt. 8. G. French, 34 Artillery—severely; Capt. J. J. P.
O’Brien, dth Artillery —slizhtly.

Ml‘uu'smpl'Riﬂes.-Killcd : Lieuts. R. 8. Moore and F.
MeNulty. Wounded: Col. J. P. Davis---severelv: Capt.
J. M. Shape---severely; Licut. A. S. Corwin---slightly,
Licuts. Pozey and Stockton---slightly. :

First Kentucky Cavalry.---Killed :
Wounded: One Captain and three Lieute

| 4000 to 5000 men, principally rancheros.

Adj. Vaughn.---
nants, [no names

given.]
Arkansas Cavalry.---Killed: Col. A. Yell and Capt.
Porter. Wounded : Lieut. S. A. Redder. s Gy

Aicrand Kentucky Foot Rifles.---Killed Col. MeKee and
_l;a‘mnvt.. (:o]. J. H. Clay: Capt. O. W. Morse and Capt. W.
M.o:irl:-hs. Wound : Lieuts. E. S. Barbour, Withers and

LfdPchiment--Killed : Capts. Kinder and Walker and

7 arr. Wounded : Capts. Saunders and Osborn, and
sol:i' Cayen, Pennington, Morse, Lewis, Davis and Epper-

3d regiment--Killed : Capt. . :
Gonpan.nnd Capt. Sleep. s o s

Nlinois Brigade-.-1st regiment : Col. 1. J. Hardin, com-
manding; Capt. Zabriskie and Lt. Haughton. FWounded:
Lts. J. McConnell and . Adams.
to:d Flt;ég:rr;lent ;FKilled—Capt. Woodward ; Lieuts. Brun-

cher i

o ookl erguson, Rollins, Bartheson, Atheton

Wounded—Capt. Coffee and Ca Fer; Li

: ne ¢ pt. Baker; Lisuts. Pick-

ett% Engleson, Steel and West, and Adj. Whiteside.

.rexas Company; Killed—1st. Licat. Campbell and 2d
Lxem: Leonal_-d. Wonnded --Capt. Conner.

Indiana Brigade.; Wounded ; Gen. Lane.

Later from Brazos.

The Magnolia brings us a slip from the office of
the Picayune, dated on the 25th at 3 ». ., which
announces glorious news.

The Southerner had just arrived from the Brazos,
having left on the 19th. Maj Correr, ofthe Pay-
master’s Department, and Lt. Tn. L. CHITTENDEN
U. 8. A., were passengersinher. They were bear-
ers of despatches from Gen.Tavrorto the Govern-

ment.
:I‘he Picayune says:—We have glorious news by
thisarrival.” Santa Anna’s infantry has already dis-

banded. He is now su
Sar& Luis Potosi.

..Gen. Taylor, atlast accounts, not only held Sal-
tilloand Buena Vista, but was himself q%xietly en-
camped at Agua Nueva—ijust before occupied by
Santa Anna. ~ The Mexicans had been alarmed by a
report that Gen. Patterson was moving from Tam-
ticoupon San Luis. He made some pretext of the
kind to cover his retreat.

Trains have again passed from Camargo to Mon-
terey. The Mexicans were driven out of Ceralvo.

It is helieved that Urrea has received orders to with-
draw from this side of the mountains.

We have only time to give the following letter
from Paymaster John B. Butler, stationed at Mon-
terey. “MoNTEREY, March 3, 1847,

Dear Sir: Thave no doubt of the dissolution of
Santa Anna’s army, morally and physically, and
there will be no more fighting in this region, if there
be any anywhere.

Just twelve hours after T had sent my second ex-
gress with a Mexican, giving him my best horse, and

60 to go to Camargo, we received from above, in-
telligence from Gen. Taylor’s army.

Santa Anna expected an easy vistory. His army
was told that the Americans had an ‘abundance of
provisions and lots of money, and that they must
enter Saltillo the day of the ?battle, and take their
supper at our expense. This is from reports of per-
sons taken, officers as well as privates.

Santa Anna did send a messenger to Gen. Taylor,
asking him to surrender, stating that he (Taylor.
was weak, and that he (Santa Anna) had 0,0(53
men, and should certainly take him. ~ Gen. Taylor
said that Santa Anna might come and take him.—
The courier replied to Gen. Taylor, that he should
have an hour to consider of the generous offer of
Santa Anna! Gen. Taylor told the messenger to
thank Santa Anna for his generosity, but that he
could not think of taxing the courtesy of Gen Santa
Anna so far as to detain him an hour, so that he had
better come on at once! This is given to me by a
person who says he was present and heard it.

I send you an extract froma letter of an officer,
who distinguished himself on that glorious field,
which is rendered thrice glorious from the disparit
of force and the peculiar circumstances under whie
the battle has been fought.

Gen. Santa Anna is really to be pitied. His men
are a wretched set. He had twice, during the bat-
tle, to interpose his lancers to prevent desertion, and
they shot down some 50 at eacﬂ time before he could
prevent the flight of his infanfry. The information
comes from prisoners who deserted as soon as ex-

pposed to be retreating on

-

changed and came into Gen. Taylor’s camp.
report that Santa Anna is destifute of all kinds of

provisions, and that he cannot keep them together.

The letter above referred to, is as follows:

“ SarriLLo,Mexico, March 1, 1847.
 Our scouts bring in word that Santa’ Anna has
gone for good, and that the whole Infantry have dis-
persed. There is no doubtof it; we shall not see
him again on this line.

“ To-day Col. Warren received a despatch from
the Governor, informing him that American com-
migsioners were now in the city of Mexico, and had
written to the Mexican Congress, saying that they
were disposed to make an honorable peace.

“The Governor requested permission to return to
Saltillo, to assist in keeping order, and promising to
comply with any requisition made on him.”

The request of this Mexican Governor was gran-
ted, and he is now acting in concert and conjunc-
tion with Col. Warren, fo keep order, and to pre-
vent collisions and conflicts among the belligerent
forces. Respectfully,-&c.,

J.B. BUTLER, P. M. U. 8. A.

[ Notes.—1st, We are informed that the “scouts”
followed Santa Anna 40 miles.

2d. Col. Warren is Governor and Commander of
Saltillo.

3d. The Governor alluded to is a Mexican ap-
pointed by the Mexican Government to administer
the laws within a described territory, in which Sal-
tillo is situated, and several other minor towns. ]

Later.

Arrival of Gen. Kearney in California-—Proclama-
of Sanfa Anna—Conspiracy in New Mexico—
Hostility of the Durango Indians.

The New Orleans Picayune, of the 26th, con-
tains some additional news from Mexico. The
revolution in the city of Mexico, it issaid, had not
been determined. There has been much fighting
and bloodshed, and the troops appear to he vacillat-
ing.and one of the revolted regiments has gone
back to the side of the government.

Letters from Tepic, near San Blas, give accounts
froin California to the 18th of January. General
Kearney had arrived with 200 men from New Mex-
ico. Uniting other forces with his own, he im-
mediately attacked the town of Los Angeles, and
retook it after astout resistance. - Upper California
is now in our undisputed possession. Our letters
we will give to-morrow.

We have Santa Anmna’s report of the battles of
Buena Vista to the War Department. He claims an
indecisive victory ; admits the loss of one thousznd
men, and claims that the Americans lost two thou-
sand. We make room for the whole document :

Republican Liberating JArmy.

General-in-Chief-—Excellent 8ir :  During a mo-
ment of. leisure—it being now7 o’clock in the
morning--I haveto inform your Excellency, in or-
der that you may communicate the same to Sr. Vice
President of the Republic, that the army under my
command, after a painful and long march from
Cedral to this p‘:\cc, has had to encounter
in a battle that lasted two days, the United
States Army under Gen. Taylor, composed of 8 or
9,000 men, with 26 pieces of artillery. Both armies
have fought a bloody and desperate fight. This
morning the action commenced at 6 o’clock, and
continued until sunset. The field of battle is cover-
ed with the dead. Blood has flowed in torrents.
Two standards, which I have the honor to send to
your Excellency, were taken by us, together with
three pieces of artillery, of the calibreof 6 and 4-
pounders, with their compliment of ammnnition, and
four wagons with their horses. Although the
battle was not decisive, I can assure your BExcel-
lency that the field, however stoutly disputed, final-
ly remained in our possession, as is manifested by
the trophiesl have mentioned. Upwards of 2,000
of the enemy’s dead lie strewed upon the field of
battle; and we have taken some prisoners, the exact
number of whom has not been made known to me.

On our own part Iregret to say that with gen-
erals, officers and troops, we have lost in killed and
wounded about 1000—readily accounted for by the
obstinate encounter we have had--lasting through
two successive days. During one of the (ilarges to-
day, my horse was killed by a grapeshot.  The
strong position of the enemy was all that saved him
from a complete route,

A few hours before I reached this point, the
enemy, having notice of our advance, retired from
his position at Agua Nueva, where he was first posted
and fell back to his defile, which may be compared
to the Pass of Thermopyl®. But he must have been
taught by the experience of these two days, that
neither the rugged steep of the mountain, nor his
fortified position, nor any other of his advantages,
could restrain the Mexican soldier from battling in
defence of his country and her rights.

Our soldiers are indeed worthy of all commenda-
tion, and Iglory in the consciousness of being at
head of an army of heroes, who not only know how
to ficht bravely, but to suffer patiently both hunger
and thirst for forty-eight hours, a sacrifice required
of them by the nation, of which I have mysel{ been
a witness.

The only painful reflection I have at this moment
is that not a biscuit or particle of rice can be had
here fior our siek and wounded. ‘We have subsisted,
for many days, on meat alone. Thus is verified the
complaints I have heretofore made of the neglect
this army has suffered from, having to depend for
supplies on its own resources during the last two
months. I will now add thatit is not possible to
carry on the campaign successfully unless the army
is provided with all the supplies required in war.
therefore think of moving back my camp, early to-
morrow morning, to Agna Nueva, three leagues dis-
tant, to provide myself with some necessaries that
must have arrived at the hacienda of Encarnacion
and if Isucceed in obtaining those necessaries, and
relieve myself of the incumbrance of the wounded,
I will return to the charge—in spite of my own
wound, which has re-opened in conseqnence of be-
‘ijng continually on horseback twelve hours of each

ay.

In the detailed account of this obstinate combat,
which I shall soon present, due notice will be given
of the generalg, chiefs, officers and others who have
bravely fonght and poured out their blood in de-
fence of the country. Thave not been willing to
detain this report for such details, supposing the
Supreme Government would wish to have the earli-
est account of these successes. To-morrow or the
dav after I will canse to be transmitted to your Ex-
cellency the said detailed account, together witha
notice of subsequent occurrences.

Accept, I pray your Excellency, with this expla-
nation, the consideration of my particular esteem.
God and Liberty. Field of Angostura, near Buena
Vista, February 23, 1847.

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA.

His Excellency, the MinisTER oF WaR.

The papers speak freely of a late abortive con-
spiracy in New Mexico. They counted on rising
upon our troops with six thousand men and annihi-
lating them. They attribute the discovery of the
conspiracy and the arrest of the principals engaged
in it to Virgil Alarid, towards whom they show no
mercy. They complain loudly of the successes of
«the Yankees,” as they call us,and hope to succeed
better in their next conspiracy. If one could trusy
Mexican accounts, they would make the situation
of New Mexico critical.

A messenger who had been despatched from El-
Passo to Santa Fe for artillery and reinforcements,
betrayed his trust and carried his despatch to Chi-
huahua and gave them to the Government. They
know that their capital is threatened, and their sole
hope of safety isin the arrival of aid from the south.
On the 30th of January the remforcements on their
march {rom the south for the defence of Chihnahua
had not reached that city. They were there seven
hundred regular troops, three hundred armed coun-
trymen, and four hundred more were expected from
the vicinity. They had, too, thirteen pieces of artil-
lery—four pounders and sixes. Yet this force was
considered totally inadequate to the defence of the
town: 3

Durango is still ravaged by the Indians. The de-
tails are without interest, but show a lamentable
state of affairs. By the way, the Indians of New
Mexico are said to be as disgusted with “the Yan-
kees” as the Mexicans themselves.

Bloody Battlie of Buena Vista.
From the New Orleans Delta of the 27th ult.
Description of Gen. Taylor’s position—Canonading
on the 21st,—Gen. Taylor’s exposed situation—
His white horse—Battle of 22d February—Death
of Col. McKee, Col. Clay, Col. Hardin, Adj’t
Gen. Lincoln, Col. Yell, Capt. Willis—Col. Mar-
shall’s charge—The gallant Mississippians—Gen.
Taylor’s left flank turned—Demand to surrender
~—Killed and wounded—Minon’s discomfiture.

We had the pleasure of an interview yesterday,
with Major Coffee, of the army, who brought over
Gen. Taylor’s despatches. This gallant officer—a
son of t{e distingnished General who fought so
bravely on the plains of Chalmette and in vari-
ous other battles, by the side of the illustrious
Jackson—acted as the aid of Gen. Taylor in the
bloody fight of Buena Vista. We are greatly in-
debted to him for many particulars of this hard
fought battle.

Gen. Taylor had fallen in love, at first sight.with
the position at which he finally made his stand—at
Buena Vista. His movement towards Agua Nue-
va was merely a ruse to decoy the enemy into the
field which he had selected for his battle ground.—
As soon as MeCulloch’s men, who were invaluable
as scouts, informed him of Santa Anna’s approach
to Agua N ueva, Gen. 'Taylor quietly broke up his
camp, and fell back to his first love—Buena Vista.
This position was admirably chosen. It wasat the
foot of a mountain, or rather of two mountains, be-
tween which ran the road through a narrow valley.
On his right there was a deep ravine, which protec-
ted the flank more effectually than half a dozenre-
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The left of Gen. Tay-
lor’s line rested on the base of a mountain, - The
road in the centre was entrenched and defended by
a strong battery. Infront the ground was uneven ;
broken into hills and deep ravines ; well adapted to
the mode of fighting suited to our volunteers, and
by its peculiarities supplying the disadvantage ofa
great inferiority of numbers. 5

On the 21st the enemy were descried approaching
over the distant hills. At their appearance the vol-
unteers raised a great shout, and gave three tre-
mendous cheers. Their engineers and officers were
seen flying over the field, and dragging their cannon
about to get them into position, but the nature of
the ground did not favor the undertaking, and it was
late in the day before the big guns began 1o open.

The enemy had with them thirty-two cannon,
mostly of large calibre. Their fire, though kept
up very briskly, and apparently well manned, did
so little execution in onr ranks, that it was not con-
sidered necessary to return their fire. Our cannon,
therefore, were silent on the whole of the 21st.—
During the day an officer approached our lines with
a flag of truce, and requested tobe shown to Gen.
Taylor. The brave old man was sitting quietly on
his old white charger, with his leg over the pommel
of the saddle, watching the movements of the ene-
my, when the Mexican officer was presented. 1In a
very courteous and graceful manner the officer stat-

Santa Anna, to his excellency Gen. Taylor, in the
most respectful manner, to ask what he [Gen. T.
was waiting for.” From thesilence of Gen. Tay-
lor’s batteries, and the guiet manner in which l)w
received Santa Anna’s terrific cannonading,the Mex-
ican supposed he was asking a very pertinent ques-
tion,to which, however, Old Rough and Ready gave
the very pertinent reply that “he was only waiting
for Gen. Santa Anna to surrender.” The Mexican
returned hastily to his lines. The message only
proved to be a ruse to ascertain where Gen.Taylor’s
position was, for after the return of the Mexican
officer to his own ranks,the whole Mesican battery
seemed to be opened upon General Taylor’s position,
the balls flew over and about him like hail.  Utter-
ly indifferent to the perils of his situation, there sat
the old chief, on his conspicuous white horse, peer-
ing throngh his spy glassat the long lines of Mexi-
can troops, that could be seen at a great distance on
the march. The persuasion of his aids could not
induce him to abandon this favorable point for ob-
servation, nor to give up his old white horse. To
the snggestions of his staff that old whitey was
rather too conspicuous a charger for the comman-
der he replied, “that the oldfellow had missed the
fun at Monterey, on accountof asore foot, and he
was determined he should have his share this time.”

At sunrise on the 22d February, the battle began in
earnest. The Mexicans were drawn outin immense
numbers.  Thedark columns of infantry extended
as far as the eye could reach, and the cavalry seemecd

—

of their prowess and valor as these console them
“for soinglorious a defeat.

All of the officers on our side in this hard-fought
battle, distinguished themselves. The details of the
battle were confided to Gen. Wool, who nobly jus-
tified the confidence of his commander and brother
veteran, by the most active, zealous, efficient and
gallant conduct. Throughout the whole action he
was constantly engaged in the disposition of our
forces, and in rallying them to the onset. It was a
miracle that he escaped the thick-flying balls which
thinned the ranks he was marshaling. There was
but one complaint made against him and that was,
that he exposed himself too much. Brig. Gen. Lane,
also, showed himself to be a brave and capable offi-
cer. “‘Although wounded early in the action, he kept
his horse until it closed, and never for a moment left
his post.

The old General-in Chief remained at his original
and much exposed position, superintending the bat-
tle and narrowly watching its évents. An escop-
ette ball passed through his overcoat—that same o?d
brown, so familiar to all the officers and men who
have ever been under his command, and which has
seen several campaigns in Florida, in Texas,and in
Mexico.

On the night of the 22d, both armies drew off from
the field of battle. Our men were engaged all night
in bringing in the wounded and taking care of them
—the Mexicans as well as their ownmen. There
were, however, but few of our men found on the
field wounded. = They were, to use Santa Anna’s
significant words, in his despatch, % all dead.” the
cowardly miscreants having killed every man whom
they overtook, wounded and helpless on the field.
With like turpitude and treachery, they left their
own dead unburied, and their wounded uncared for,
on the field where they fell. ~ The latter were car-
ried to Saltillo, in our wagons, the former were bu-
ried by the alcalde, under the orders of Gen. Taylor.

A number of officers were taken prisoners, and
an exchange was effected, by which all our men who
are now in their hands were released. Cassius M.
Clay’s party are understood now to be in the city of
Mexico. 5

Among the killed and wonnded of the Mexicans,
are three general officers and twenty colonels and
commanders of battalions. Gen. Minon, it appears,
has not as yet realized the brilliant career of which
he considered his capture of Maj. Borland an earn-
est. He was ordered by Santa Annato attack and
carry Saltillo during the engagement at Buena Vis-
ta. With this object, he made a demonstration a-
gainst the town with 2,000 cavalry. Lieut. Shover,
with sixty men and two small pieces of artillery,
went out to meet the valiant General and at one dis-
charge of his cannon, sent him and his large force
to the right-about in double-gunick time.

In concluding our necessarily imperfect sketch of
the few details of the brilliant deeds of American

to coverthe whole view with their interminable
lines. Atintervals between the infantry and caval-
ry, their big gzuns strongly protected by a large ar-
tillery force, kept up an incessant cannonade against
our lines.  Their forces were soon in motion.
Our artillery was thrown forward to meet them, pro-
tected by the yolunteers. Gen. Wool led the main
body in person, and was seen every where rallying
and encouraging the volunteers. The two armies
were soon engaged in hot conflict. The broken na-
ture of the ground divided the forces, so that instead
of one general engagement, the regiments were com-
pelled in a great measure to fight on their own hook.
Our officers were always in advance, leading their
troops—hence the great mortality among them. In
thisgeneralmeles, one of our small reziments of 400
men, would be attacked by a whole Mexican brigade
of several thousand. Thus the Kentucky infantry
was attacked at the foot of the hill, in adeep ra-
vine, by an immense forceof theenemy. A large
number of the officers were killed here—among them
was Col. McKee, who fell badly wounded, and was
immediately despatched by the enemy, who pierced
him with their bayonetsas he lay wounded on the
ground.  Lieut. Col. Clay was shot through the
thigh, and being unable to walk, was taken up and
carried some distance by some of his men, but owing
to the steepnessof the hill, themen finding the ene-
my in great numbers pressing upon them, the gallant
Lieut. Colonel begged them to leave him and fake
care of themselves. Forced toleave him on the field,
the last that was seen of this noble young officer he
waslying on his back, fighting withhis sword the
enemy who were stabbing him with their bayonets.

The veteran Capt. Wm. S. Willis, of the same reg-
iment, at the head of his company, with three stal-
wart sons who fought at his side, was badly wound-
ed, but still continued the fight, until he was over-
come with the loss of blood.

In the meantime, the Indiana brigade, who were
drawn out, and ordered to charge the enemy, were
seized with a panic, and displaying some hesitation,
Asg’t AdP’t Gen. Lincoln rushed to their front, and
while upbraiding them for their cowardice, was shot,
several balls passing through his body. In justice
to thisbrigade it should be stated, that they subse-
quently rallied, and fully redeemed their reputation
by the most gallant and effective fighting.

Col. John J. Hardin led the Illinoisans in a very
handsomestyle, and the sturdy ¢Suckers” fought
likelions. Their intrepid Colonel fell wounded, and
experienced the fate of Colonels McKee and Clay,
and was kitled by the enemy—not, however; before
he had killed one of the cowardly miscreants with a
pistol whilst lying on the ground.

Colonel Yell led, the foremost man, a charge of
his mounted volunteers against a large body of lan-
cers,and was killed by a lance, which entered his
mouth and tore off one side of his face.

The Mississippians, the heroes of Monterey, after
doing hard duty as skirmishers, were ordered into
line to receivea charge of cavalry, which they did
with their rifles, delivering at the same time a most
destructive fireamong the crowded columnsof the
cavalry. The enemy were completely repulsed.—
The distinguished commander of this gallant regi-
ment, Col. Jefferson Davis, was badly wounded, an
escopette ball having entered his foot and passed out
of hisleg. He was, however, doing well when last
heard from. ‘The chivalrons Lient. Col. McClung
was prevented from doing his share of the brave
deeds of this brilliant fight, by the grevious wound r&
ceived at the battle of Monterey, which still confin
himto his bed, and from which it is much feared by
his best friends, he will never recover., ;

Col. Humphrey Marshall’s splendid regiment of
Kentucky Cavalry were impatient for an opportu-
nity of showing their mettle, and avenging the cap-
ture of their brethren, then in the hands of the en-
emy. They were soon favored with the desired
opportunity, by the approach of a force of more
than 2000 Lancers & Hussars, who gallantly charg-
ed them. The Kentuckians stood their ground
with immovable steadiness, and receiving the ene-
my with a fire from their carbines, charged in the
most gallant style through the column on the right,
and wheeling fell on their left, dispersing and kill-
ing a great many of them. Alike charge was made
by Col. May, at the head of a squadron of Drag-
goons, and one of the Arkansas cavalry, with like
resulfs. ;

During the engagement on the right, Santa Anna
seeing Gen Taylor’s force was not well protected
on theleft flank, sent a kn‘ie force of cavalry a-
round that point, and outflanking Gen. Taylor, suc-
ceeded in throwing 2000 men into his rear. But
Gen. Taylor immediately sent Captain Braga, with
his artillery, against this force, who succeeded in
cutting them off from the main body.  Lieut. Crit-
tenden was despatched with a flag to demand the
immediate surrender of thisforce. The Mexican
officer pretending notto understand the character of
this mission, insisted that he should be blindfolded,
according to the rules of war, and thus had the
Lieutenant carried into the camp of Sanfa Anna
himself. This was a ruse to get time to extricate
the Mexican cavalry from their dangerous position,
and pending this truce they were all drawn off by.
a dii?erent road from that by which they had gained

this position.

Lieut. Crittenden was conducted blind-folded to
thetent of the Mexican General-in-Chief, which
he found along distance from the scene of action,
and which he ﬁ)ought the safest place he had seen
during the whole day. As he approached Santa
Anna’s tent he was greeted with a_most tremen-
dous flourish of trumpets, which might have scen
heard a mile off, but produced no very great terror
in the mind of the Kentuckian. His blind was ta-
ken off, and he found himself in the presence of the
famous Mexican chief, surrounded by a brilliant
staff of bedizzened, gilded, and moustached officers.
Santa Anna apologized to the Lientenant for the
act of his officers,in having him blindfolded, say-
ing, that so far from having any desire to conceal
his situation, he was desirous of exhibiting to Gen.
Taylor the utter folly of resisting so 'Ipowefful,an
army as he had under his command. . To which the
Lieutenant replied, that his simple message was to
demand his [ Santa_Anna’s] immediate surrender to
Gen. Taylor. When this extraordinary demand
was translated to the Mexican, he raised his hands
and eyebrows in utter astonishment at the temerity
and presumption of such a message, and replied,
that he would expect Gen. Ta{'lor to surrender in
an hour, or he would destroy all his troops. = Lieut.
Crittenden’s reply, which we have already given—
“GEN. TAYLOR NEVER SURRENDERS [’—terminated
the interview, and the battle was recommenced, and

was continued until night.

Santa Anna took three small pieces of our artil-
lery, which, under Lieut. O’Brien, had been posted
too far in advance fo be covered by our infantry.
All the gunners were shot down, and when the guns
were captured there was not a soldier left to man
them. One of these pieces wasan old Texan six-
pounder, which, during the Texan Revolution, had
done good execution among the Mexican ranks,—
As to the flags he boasts ofbhaving taken, they were
very probably mere company markers, which were
dropped on the field and picked up by the valiant
Mexicans. His Excellency of the War Depart-
ment, to whom Santa Anna has sent these trophies,
will no doubt be sorely. disappointed in the size,
texture and beauty of these standards. Mexican

valor performed at Buena Vista—details gathered
from a hasty conversation, we must be allowed to
express our satisfaction to find that the anticipations
we have so confidently and so frequently expressed
of the bravery and efficiency of our volunteers, have
been more than realized. Let those who have here-
tofore made our citizen soldiers the theme of their
ribaldry and ridicule, be forever hushed into silence
by the unparalleled gallantry and glory which have
consecrated in American history the bloody field of
Buena Vista.

All are curious to know the extent of the loss of |
the Mexicans in the battles. The Mexicans do not
know themselves, and probably it never will be
known. We have conversed with gentlemen who
should be as well informed as any one. None of
them set down that loss at less than twenty-five hun-
dred killed and wounded, and none of them would
be surprised were it four thousand or forty-five hun-
dred. 'Phe American Joss was not less than seven
hundred or seven hundred and fifty.

Major Coffee tells us that he heard nothing of the
“Foreign Legion” in Santa Anna’s army, but he
mentions “that two deserters from us were made
grisoners by our army, and Gen. Taylor sent them
oth to the enemy. They were foreigners.

Investment of Vera Cruz.
From the New Orleans Picayune of the 25th ult.

Debarkation of the American Troops near Vera

Cruz—Investment of the City—Capture of Mex-

ican Outworks—Skirmishing with the Enemy—

Lieut. Col. Dickinson of the Palmetto Regiment

wounded—Position of the Army—Continued can-

onade, &c.

Sacrrricros, near VerA Cruz, March 11, 1847.

Gentlemen: 1 have already written, mentioning
our arrival here. It is now time to foot up the news
to this evening, which I must do by only giving the
outlines, as there is a probability of the Alabama
leéaving in a short time for New Orleans, and the
field of operations is” too extensive to allow of my
gathering particulars.

Day before yesterday the order was given to move
from Anton Lizardo to this place. -This occupied
most of the day. About 4 o’clock, ». m. the first
Division (Gen. Worth’s) had taken its place in the
surf boats. The gun boats ran in close to the shore,
about three miles below the city and anchored.—
One of the small naval steamers ren along the shore
and fired a gun at the place of landing, as a feeler,
to ascertain if there were concealed batteries or
troops to oppose the landing. Nothing was reveal-
ed, and the order was given to advance. The surf
boats, about fifty in number, each containing from
eighty to a hundred men, moved off in gallant style
and in the most perfect order. As the boats ap-
proached the shore near enough to touch ground the
men leaped out and formed lines by companies, and
marched ashore. No opposition was offered. Gen.
Patterson’s division (the 2d) next debarked in the
same manner, and were followed by the 3d or Gen.
Twiggs® Division. It was past midnight before the
troops ceased landing The surf boats were manned
by the sailors from the United States fleet, who la-
bored with right good will. ~The officers of the na-
vy have done all in their power to assist the army |
] in its movements.
| * About 2 o’clock the next morning there was an
alarm in the line which extended along the heach.
The troops cheered and those who had fallen into
the doze upon the sand banks sprang suddenly to
theirarms.  Our picket guard had approached that
of some Mexican cavalry who were watching our
movements, and had received one or two shots. A-
bout half an hour afterwards a detachmen? of our
men fell in with some thirty or forty cavalry, and
several volleys were fired, the balls of the enemy
falling into our column, but seriously injuring no
one. Atsunrise, Gen. Worth led off his division in
-advance, following the beach for some distance to-
wards the city, and then turning inland, came in
sight of several hundred Mexican cavalry, drawn
up about half a mile {rom the shore. A small how-
itzer was immediately drawn up to the top of a sand
hill and a fire was opened, which soon scattered the
enemy, The division continued to penetrate to the
interior among the sand hills, the Mexicans retreat-
ing before them.

The 2d and 3d divisions followed close and took
positions.  Gen. Patterson sent Gen. Pillow’s brig-
ade to the interior, and took his position on the left
of Gen. Worth’s division. Gen. Twiggs took his
position to the rear of Patterson’s. An old cathe-
dral was taken possession of by Gen. Pillow, and
soon afterwards a magazine containing 150 boxes of
ammunition. During all this time the enemy kept
up a fire of shell and round shot from the town and
castle, few of which reached our line, and those do-
ing no harm. i

At 80’clock A. . the little U. 8. steamer Spitfire
ran in close to the town and fired a number of shells
into the place, receiving a fire from the castle in re-
turn. ;

*_This morning our army moved still nearer the
town—Worth’s Division on the right, and resting
on the seashore, Gen. Patterson in the centre, ex-
tending back into the country, and Gen. Twiggs?
Division on the left, still fa.rt{er to the interior—
They have approached considerably within range
of the gunsin the town, and can be reached by
those in the castle, from both of which a brisk can-
nonading has been kept up during the day. The line
extends across the railroad which goes from the
town to the magazine, and the aqueduct which sup-
plies the city with water is likewise in our possess-
1on. TIn short, the city i invested, and communi-
cation by the main roads cut off. ~ Entrenchments
have been marked out, (and will be worked on to-
night,) which are near enough to the walls to ren-
der our heavy guns effective.  These guns have not
been taken on shore. Steptoe’s light battery, with
the horses, have been landed, with several pieces of
larger calibre. Neither Duncan’s nor Taylor’s bat-
tery has arrived, nor has Col. Harney reached here
with the 2d Dragoons. A number of vessels with
troops and ordnance, which were due a week ago,
have not been heard of.
There has been considerable skirmishing to-day,
and some twenty of our men wounded, among them
Lieut. Col. Dickson, of the South Carolina regi-
ment, but not dangerously. Fifteen or twenty of the
Mexican cavalry ﬁave been taken prisoners, horses
and men, and some fifty killed. This evening, a 32-
pounder ball from the city fell into the 2d Infantry,
taking off the head of Capt. William Alburtis, of
that regiment, and severely, if not mortally wound-
ing two men. ,
Ttis said that Gen. —— has been cut off from the
city with about 2000 men. He was down opposite
the fleet at Anton Lizardo, probably thinking that
our troops would land there. Tt is said that there
are only about 4500 troops fn Vera Cruz and the
castle.
P. 8.—March 13.—Yesterday was a boi;terous
day. A heavy norther sprang up in the morning and
continued all day. There was no firing on shore but
1 suspect our people were busy preparing the en-
trenchments. The bark Tamaroo, has just been turn-
ed toa position convenient for Iandl;dg the siege
ns with which- she is loaded.. The 2d  Dragoons
ave not arrived, nor have the batteries of Duncan
and Taylor. The Alaban;agoes out to Tampico to-|
night, and I will send this by her, heping it may
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The news h
al Buena Vista,

Later.
Camp near Vera Cruz, March 12, Morning.

I wrote you a hasty letter last evening, with a
short account of the movements of the day. After
it was closed, the Rifles, under Col. Smith, had a
brisk action with the enemy, in which the latter, af-
ter a partial success at the outset, were finally driv-
en back with considerable loss. This morning the
line of investment—some five or six miles in extent,
will probably be complete. ;
Ido not think, from all that I can see and learn,
that Gen. Scott will be able to plant his batteries for
several days to come; and until he can make a
show he will not open upon the town at all. \5:::
the bombardment does commence it will be in earn«
est.

Capt. Vinton of the artillery has been ordered to
take up a position at a limekiln close in to the walls
of the city, and this he has effected without loss.—
Anticipating an attack upon- this point last night,
Gen. Worth went out, after dark, with two compa-
nies, to support Capt. V., but nothing occurred.—
There was some little skirmishing at the different
pickets during the night, but otherwise all was qui-
et.

Col. Harney’s dragoons have not as_yet arrived,
yet their services are greatly needed. It is said that
a large train of pack mules, which went out of the
city yesterday, took a heavy amount of specie as
well as valuables. All this property might proba-
bly have been captured had Gen. Scott had a caval-
ry force. It was also reported last evening, that
something like 1000 Mexicans were seen coming in
towards sundown, by the mainroad from Mexico,
with a large drove of cattle for the beleaguered city;
but as the investment was not then complete, and as
we had no cavalry, they could not be taken. Ilearn
however, that Gen. Twiggs, who commands on the
northern side of the city, succeeded during the da
in capturing quite a number of cattle. A norther is
now blowing, which it is hoped will bring in the 2d
dragoons.

At the magazine, which was captured daybefore
yesterday, a considerable quantity of ammunition
was taken. It was evidently of English or Ameri-
can make, as it was labelled ¢ short range,” “long
range,” &e. &ec., in good vernacular. The Mexi-
cans managed to get off safely the larger portion of
their ammunition, and itisnow carefully stowed a-
way inside the city wall.

It would take a page of our paper to givefull ef-
fect to a description of the first landing of ouritroops
on the afternoon of the 9th—a more stirring specta-
cle has probably never been witnessed in America.
In the first line there was no less than seventy hea-
vy surf boats, containing nearly four thousand regu~
lars, and all of them expected to meet an enemy be-
fore they struck the shore. Notwithstanding this, -
every man was anxious to be first—they glunged in-
to the water waist deep as they reached the shore—
the “ stars and stripes ” were instantly floating—a
rush was made for the sand hills, and amid loud
shouts they pressed onward. Three long and loud
cheers arose from their comrades still on board, a-
waiting to be embarked, and meanwhile the tops and
every portion of the foreign vessels were crowded
with spectators of the scene. Not one who wit«
nessed it will ever forget the landing. Why the
Mexicans did not oppose us is a greater mysiery
than ever, considering their great advantages at the
time, and that they have since opposed every step of
our advance.

The troops, both regulars and volunteers, have
suffered incredibly since the landing—marching ov-
er the heavy sand-hills without water, under a broil-
ing sun during the day, and sleeping out without
tents or bedding during the heavy dews which have
fallen at night—exposed, too, to a continual fire from
the batteries from the enemy; yet nota murmur has
been heard. Anything can be effecte%w;tvh ;(UCh

troops.  Yours, &e.

1
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U. S. SLoor or WaR, ALBANY,
Sacrificios, March 13, morning. ;

The Portia, so it is said, is to sail immediately,
and by her I send you a few lines more. The north-
er has completely blown itself out so that by break-
fast time the surf boats will again be enabled to reach
the shore.

At half past 3 o’clock this morning the enemy op-
ened with round shot and shell, not only from the
batteries around the town, but from the castle.—
Rockets were also thrown, and the sky at times was
completely lit up by them; yeta large portion of
them fell far short. = In the mean time, our men are
compelled to remain quiet and take this fire—the
hardest duty a soldier has to perform. All are anx-
ions to strike back, and they will be gratified in the
course of a few days. In haste, G. W .K.

Late from Sania¥Fe.

Mr. Thomas Caldweell left El Paso on the 13th
of January, and Santa Fe on the 3d of February.
The massacre of Governor Bent, the Lees and
others, was perpetrated at Taos on the 18th of Jan-
nary, and immediately runners were sent out by
the Mexicans to the different towns in the province,
calling upon the inhabitants to assist in the murder
of the Americans. On the 19th, the night after
the murder of Bent and his companions, at Taos,
Mr. Romulus Culver, of Clinton county, L. L.
Waldo. a brother of the Doctor,and Benjamin Pru-
ett, of Jackson county, together with five others,
were killed at Moro, a townof some 2,000 inhab-
itant, and situated seventy-five miles from Santa
Fe. = After this outrage, the insurgents, to theé.
number of 2,000, collected at a small town called
La Caniada, some twenty five miles from Santa Fe.
Col. Price, hearing of this, immediately went,in:
person at the head of 350 men, and drove them from
their position, killing thirty-six of their number.

About the time of the battles between Col. Price:
and the insurgents at La Canada and Lambada,
Captain Hendly, of the Ray county volunteers, who-
was on the east side of the mountains, in charge,of
a party of graziers, hearing of the massacre at Ta-
os and Moro, immediately repaired with® about 90
men to the latter place, where he met with a large
body of the enemy, and an engagement ensued, in
which Capt. H. lost hislife. ~After his fall, his
men, under command of their Lieutenant, fell ,back
on Vegas, and reported fo Santa Fe the condition
of things, and the probability of a well-appointed
force being able to defeat the enemy at Moro. On
receiFt of this intelligence at Santa Fe, Capt. Mo-
rin of Platte, with some 200 men, was despatched
to Moro,and on his arrival the inhabitants fled,
leaving everything to the mercy of the Americans.
The town was burnt, and everything possible for
enemy to subsist upon was destroyed.

headed fifty

Capt St. Vrain, of Fort St. Vrain,
volunteers from among the cloaks, “attaches, team-
sters, &c., of Santa Fe, accompanied Col. Price on
his march against the Taos rabble. = During the
fight that ensued, Col. St. Vrain killed a Mexican,
one Jesus de Ta.f,olls, who had on Gov. Bent’s coat
and shirt! None of the Armijos were among the
rabble ; they appeared to be all “greasers,” that is
loafers. = Among them one Corlez, of Moro valley,
was prominent. : -3

A {{;reat deal of sickness prevailed in town, but
chiefly among the teamsters, broken down as they,
were. There were from three to five deaths per day.
Albert G. Wilson, sutler of Price’s regiment had
died. Col. Mitchell, Capt. Hudson, Adj. Walker,
Lieut. Elliot, and others well known were all well.
Ths troops  had been discontented, but principally
from inactivity. ; ¢ i
Mr. Charles Town, well known in St. Louis, was
the only American who escaped the massacre.. His
father-in-law (& Mexican) zave him a good mule,
and he brought the news of the disaster to Santa
Fe. Ithasbeen stated that Bent was killed at noon-
day ; thisis not so—he was killed at night. It has
also been rumored, privately, that Frank Blair was
killed. This is another mistake. He was at the
time in the mountains with Geo. Bent. - Col. Doni-
phan was at El Paso with his command, all well.

Hon, AnprEw Stewart, of Pennsylvania, is
mentioned as a suitable person to be snpported b
the Whigs of the Union for Vice President at f.h{
next election. Mr. Stewart is every war worthy
the confidence and support of the whig party.

The St. Louis Repnblican of the Gth,iontdnl late
and important inteligence. y o
LATE FROM GEN. TAYLOR'S ARMY.
The Telegraph, which left Brazos on the 25th,

brings news that Gen, Taylor had come through
Seralvo, with 1000 cavalry, in- pursuit of Urrea, .
who fled in the direction of Victoria. It wasun-
derstood that Santa Anna had retired to Matehue-
la, where he was endeavoring to re-organize his
troops. Gen. Taylor’s main force was stationed at
Agua Nueva, ‘The Massachusetts reziment had
arrived at Metamoros ;: the route from Camargo to
Monterey had been: opened; and' supplies were go-
ing on. ; i
LATEST FROM VERA CRUZ.
The New Orleans Delta contains news from Ve-
Gen. Scott had given the for-

of
Col. Harne{’s tr(;tgya had'arrived. ¥ n-.
had a brush with the Ws
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The Mexicans had been throwing shot and

but had

between the 12th and 13th, a
Mexicans entered the town by
Gen. Twigg’s position; {he in-

eing complete. 4,‘! ﬁ "
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During the night,
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and many a shout we

Gen. Taylor and his gallant army.
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