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THIRTIETH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION.

Report No. 171
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GREAT SOUTHERN MAIL.

"

Fepruary 8, 1848.
Laid up the table.

Mr. GOG(;IN., from the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads, made-the following ' ;

REPORT:

, The Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was

referred a resolution of the House of Representatives concerning
the transportation of the great northern and southern mail from -
- Baltimore down the bay, to ascertain the terms on which, the Post
Office Department can ‘be released Jrom the present contract, also
the terms upon which the Richkmond, Fredericksburg, and Poto-

mae Railroad and Steamboat Company will engage to carry the
mail, ¢¢p0/’-t: ’\

thThat, through their chairman, they addressed a letter to each of
ase follpames, making the inquiries directed by the said resolution,
ceirldl APpear by a copy of said letter herefo annexed, and re-
of t}?' In reply the answers, which are also hereto annexed as a part
it lsdreport. From this correspondence, it will appear that the
i (?a and steamboat company renew oﬂzers heretofore made to
terms‘;}’artmeqt, While the bay company “decline to name any
ox thon W_hlfih they would be willing to release the department
Ry e e existing arrangements.. All which is respectfully sub-
' . . 3 ————

H. R., Coxanrrres Roox or rus Post Orrice AND Post Roaps.

3 January 18, 1848,

§ : caience to an order, of the House of Repre-
i::lsltt:lﬁ:z:;’ the Committee on the Post f)'mﬁﬁ and Post Roads l&rv‘e
&30 be rel o to 1nquire the terms on which the Postmaster General
= = Reewsed from the contract made by him dwivg the past

GENTLEMEN: Tn obedi

»



¢« 2 : Rep. No. 171.
year for the transportation of the great southern mail from Balti-
more down the bay. Also, the terms on which the Richmond,
‘Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad and Steamboat Company
_will engage to carry the said mail. I accordingly address the in-
quiry to each company, (as it concerns each to answer,) and re-
spectfully ask an early reply. ' : ;

: g am, respectfully, &c., ;
~ W. L. GOGGIN,

. .= Chairman of the Conimittee. -
To R.F. & P. R. & 8. Co., and Bay Co. .4

-

. Barrivore, January 31, 1848,

Dear Sik : I wrote you on the 19th instant, in reply to a'letter
received from you on the subject of our contract with the Post
Office Department, and stated, that so soon as T could hear from
Mr. Mayo, president of the Virginia Steamboat Company, that I
would again address you. Not until to day have. I been’ favored.
with a reply from Mr. Mayo, and he declines naming any terms
upon which they would be willing to relinquish their contract, as
they have expended a large sum of money in making their arrange-
ments for the regular transportation of the mail. Should the rail-
road line feel disposed to buy out, they can make them an offer.,
It is unnecessary for us to name any terms, as we cannot sell out:
without their sanction and co-operation. ' ;

Yours, respectfully, :
3T A ROBT. A. TAYLOR,. . .
' President B. T. P. Company.

W. L. Gogeixn, Esq., .
Chairman of the Com. on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Orrice Ricamonp, FREDERICKSBURG, AND PoTomac R R. Co.,
Richmond, January 20, 1848.

DeAr Sir: T'have before me your letter of the 18th instant; and,
in relation to your inquiry as to ““the terms on which the Richmond,
Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad and Steamboat Company
will ‘engage to carry the said mail;”” have the following answer to
make: :

On the 8th March last a proposal was made by this company for
the transportation of the great northern and southern, as well as the -
local mails, between Washingtoni and Richmond, in conformity with
a new schedule then proposed fwo hours shorter than the old, for
the sum of $36,500 per annum. A copy of this proposal is here-
with enelosed, together with a comparative statement, to which the.
attention of the committee is particularly asked. -

.. For the compensation above named the proper obligations would ~
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have been entered into, and all the penalties conn®cted with the
service encountered.

It pleased the department, however, to decline a contract on the
terms proposed, though no offer came from any other quarter for -
the same service. The companies then proposed a continuance of
their service without any centract, as had been the case with the
railroad company for several years previously, at the mutual plea- .
sure of both parties, provided the rate of compensation paid from
the 1st of July, 1843, say $32,252 per annum, should be continued.
This offer was declined by the department, and the result is known .

to you. :

s the two propositions above referred to were made after a
careful consideration of ‘every point which affected the question,
and as nothing has occurred since to produce any change in the
opinions of the board of ditectors and stockholders generally, I can
only repeat the offers so made. .

I'will add in conclusion, that the travel on our route has not
hitherto justified more than one daily train between Richmond and
Washington ; but if a contract should be made until the first of
July, 1§51, at the yearly rate of $36,500, above mentioned, and
during that time the travel shall be found to justify a second daily
line, the company will be willing to take additional mail matter
on such second line without additional charge.

With due respect, your obedient servant,

: ED. ROBINSON, President.

Hon. Wu. L. Gogein,

Chairman of the Committee on the Post Office
and Post Roads, House of Representatives.

Ricumoxp, FREDERICKSBURG, AND Poromac R. R. OrrreE,
: Richmond, March '8, 1847.

Sir: Proposals being invited for the transportation of the mail <
on the various routes through Virginia, after the 1st July, 1847, I
have the honor fo make to you the following proposals for the
route between Washington and Richmond, (Nos. 2401 and 2427.) -

That the railroad and steamboat companies, both being now un-
der the control of the same board of directors, will transport the-
mail in the time.and agreeably to the schedules proposed by the
department, for four years from the 1st July next, (including the
delivery of the mail at the Richmond and Petersburg depot in
Richmond, and at the railroad depot in Washington, as well as at
the post offices in those cities and the local offices on the route,)

* for the sum of ‘thirty-six thousand five hundred dollars.

The above offer is somewhat higher than that at. which the rail-
road and steamboat companies proposed to contract for the mail,
for four years, at the last mail letting in 1843. On the other hand,
it will be seen on a comparison of schedules proposed by the de-
partment, that the time allowed in the rﬁz?ﬁ; schedules is shorter
than was then proposed, and that the soﬂe lulesare particularly dis-
adyantageous to the steamboat portion of the route, the way travel
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of which will necessarily suffer greatly by the night schedule com
ing south in winter,and insuring connections by the short schedulei{
proposed in summer. L3y |

I might add to these considerations, that both the railroad and!,
steamboat companies having spared and being determined to spare
no expense, whether in their ice-boats or otherwise, in order to in-
sure the speediest and most effective transportation of the mail af
all seasons of the year, and never to allow a failure of it when if
can be avoided, trust they may rely on the disposition of the de
partment to award a fair compensation for the same.

They hope, under these considerations, that the above proposi-
tion may be satisfactory to'the department.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, %

M. RCBINSON, President.

i
|
|

Hon. Cave Jonnsox,
Postmaster General.

Statement in connection with the above.

From Baltimore to Cumberland, to carry the mail in

stages or mail carts, 138 miles, at an average of 6 miles

per hour, including stoppages, would require........ 23 hours.
The railroad, 180 miles long, requires...oeecvvevseaee 11 v

Saving to the department by use of railroad. cseess 12 ¢

JFrom Washington to Richmond, to carry the mail in
stages or mail carts, 130 miles, at an average of
miles per hour, which, in view of the bad condition of |
the' road between those points, is a larger average |
throughout the year than 6 on the Maryland turn- i
pike, Would require...cceevecees cocsessrarecacenss 26 hO\‘l‘rs.l

The railroad and steamboat line requires.ceeeecececees 9

Saving to the department by use of railroad...ceevvs E 4404
The mail pay on the Baltimore gmf'l Ohio railroad, at :
$237 50 ;)er thile; for 180 miles, iS.evv.vviespeviees. $42,750
To carry it in stages, 138 miles, at $200 per mile, would
Hagts BoUQu I, FaIba I Bas DIl SARNSA M iien e 377 28,600
Sum paid for 12 hours’ saving of time to Baltimorezénd !
Ohio railroad. .. w=e oo etet voseiiesiinninireaaines 15,150
The Richmond, Fredgricksburg, and Potomac Railroad and ‘r
Steamboat Company’s offer, is. .ooovvviiviiivniinieee 36,500
To carry the mail in stages, 130 miles, at $200, would
’ ' 26,000

COSt. 25500 9989 1 90O S OBE0E 40D 00000 S0P 0000 DR

Asked, for 17 hours’ saving of time by Richmond, Freder- .
icksl’)urg and Potomac Railroad Company.,,,..sesseee 10,500
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